THE   SPIRIT  OF  TRUTH
" So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord ?
"And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.
" Then said he to another, And how much owest thou ? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.
" And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely ; for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light?
In matters that concern temporalities that come and go and come again, men are wiser than in matters that concern light, which is wisdom that endures. If they showed as much good sense in reaching after true thought coute que coute as that steward did in arranging for his immediate future, the world would get along much faster than it does.
If a man cannot look after his own welfare he will not look after that of others. The first law is self-preservation. You must not throw away the life given to you. Charity begins at home, and so does wisdom ; but neither end there. When that steward's soul returned, the World Soul would say : " You made a mistake, and you have been dishonest, but only for self-preservation; you have common sense and ingenuity and we can make a great